CHRISTMAS TIME IN ITALY

Last December was a very full time for IOPItaly!

At Christmas in Italy life is feverish: not only people go shopping 7 days a week to buy gifts, but also seize the opportunity to meet friends and relatives, have parties and give each other wishes for a Merry Christmas.
And IOPItaly volunteers have been invited in several occasions, and they could introduce IOP and its activities.
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First our volunteer Monica, who's a teacher of relaxation therapy, was the guest in a meeting of "Third Age University". Elderly people are always very interested in knowing something new about the world, and they were very happy to be introduced to Tanzania!
After that, AnimaGiovane ("Young Soul": an association that works with young people) organized a small Christmas Market and decide to espouse IOP programs and to share what they earned with us...and this was a really exciting experience: our first official exit to the public! (wearing IOP T-Shirt...)
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And, finally, again thanks to our volunteer Monica, we've been introduced to Associazione Anima: they also were very impressed by IOP work, and in particular by Sponsor Program.
Anima's volunteers do many activities: one is going to the hospitals and entertain sick children with games.
This year they asked the children to choose a toy of theirs and to present it.  The kids gave many stuffed animals and, on Sunday 18th December,  these toys have been put up for auction!

All Anima volunteers (and IOP volunteers, too) bought teddy bears and fluffy cats, while eating panettone (the typical Italian Christmas cake) and drinking white wine.
Really an amusing afternoon, with a great result for IOP: two students are now sponsored by Associazione Anima (and also by sick children!).

So...a very merry Christmas!!!
